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lid TO TIIK CITY 1IA1.I. TO.NH.HT.
The tirst crucial hour In the progress

of the plan for a now form of city
government comes to-nlghl. wh.cn the I
Council Committee on Ordinance, Char-
ter and Reform will take action on |
the proposed plan, rejecting: or rec¬

ommending It. An adverse report
Would seriously Impair the chanees ol
the plnh's passage in the Council, and
every Influence should be brought te
bear upon the committee to the end
that it may report the plan unani¬
mously and favorably. A? suggested
by President R. Lee Peters, of the
Common Council, and Business Man¬
ager \\ T. Dabncy, of the Chamber of
Commerce, last night, let every citi¬
zen who wishes this plan to g*o
tnrough attend tho session of the com¬
mittee, to-night at the City Hall at S
o'clock, and attest by his presence his
deslro that Richmond shall havo a bet¬
ter, more economical, moeo business¬
like, moro rrogrc-sslvc government.
Tho citizen who will aacrilico an hour
>>;' his time to go to the City Hall
to-night will ronder both himself and
the city great servlco, and wlU ma-
terlully nftect tho result of this nll-
illiportant proposition for a groater
Richmond through a better form of
governnicht.

I VA.M.MOl S KÖI« 1IKTT1311 i;OYElt.\-
MEXT.

Cut my ward out, cut me out, if It
I.-, tor the best Interest of the city of
Richmond!" declared President II. Leo
Peters, of the Common Council, last
night nt the Chamber of Commerce
smoker in the Interest of the plan for
a better form of city government. Such
an utterance is Indicative of tho
aroused civic spirit which was the
keynote of the gathering last night of
/>00 men, representing every part and
sentiment of Richmond. If the new
plan goes through, President Peters
will bo legislated out of ofTlce, but the
high ground that he took last night
Is significant of tho line spirit that Is
being shown by many members of llto
City Council. "There Is too much
ivastc, there Is too llttlo co-operation;
Richmond Is losing thousands of dol¬
lars through Its present form of gov-
rnment, and it ought to have a better

roiin, President Peters affirmed with
unmistakable sincerity and emphasis.

It was a get-togrther-t'oi-Richmond
ting last night. Unanimously did

those present signify their approval
i>( the new plan by a show of hands,
nd on the rising vote taken on the

resolution appealing to tho Council to
adopt the plan there was prnctlcal
unanimity. At every opportunity, the
lllzclia showed by their applause that
they are behind this movement and
that they are determined to "mnlto It

Itfiyb hundred men last night ant
through moro tha'p Vivo hours rind a
half o( straight talk, and they never
Miowed any desire to have It come to
tin end. They heard Charles V. Mere¬
dith's lucid explanation of the plan,

i>- vigorous criticism of our present
form of government und his exposition
pf the guod points in the new form
proposed; they- heard City Attorney
1'ollard indict the people of Richmond

citizens, who had been "placid
lookers on," whllu the few conducted
their {government; they heard Aahton
Stnrke's vehement appeal for better
Itizenshlp) they were stirred by tlie

lo;:lo and power of Rabbi Callsch's
eloquent appeal .'or a better city gov¬
ernment; they listened with keen in¬
terest to Councilman Pollock's in¬
dorsement of the plan and plea for dts
support*, and When .ludKc Ceorge 1j
Christian told thorn that they ought
t<¦ use every means In their power to
jjet u larger registration for voting
they felt with him the necessity of
such a step.

Surely the memtirr» of the Council
who were present hist night wore im¬
pressed with wh.it they saw and hoard.
They saw the writing on the wall anil
surely they will heed It. They gather¬
ed many evidences of the fact that the
sentiment of the people of Richmond
is being aroused as It has not been
aroused in years; that the business
men of the city, the professional men,

workers, the citizens who count,
and the Council are Retting closer to¬
gether and feeling more Interest in
eilcii other und more zeiil for Rlch-
mpnd. Nor was this all thfji flit C'oun-
Urnen learned. They must have felt

iiitjch pleasure at the very handsome
things that were said about the pcr-
Honnal and good work o.f the present
Council by the representative men of
the city,; they w.ere made aware of
tin fact' that It Is the form and not
llic man behind It which is being crit¬
icized. There was nothing but public
Iii forest to bring the citizen out to

that .meeting last night. The weather
v ..- inclement; there were no famous
orators to sjpealt;' there were no re¬

freshments of'any sort; no music; no

songs;, no "Inducements." But 600 cf
in people of Richmond who count

went, and the next tlmo there is a l'ke
meeting twice that .number will be
there.

& -"<.* m*rr.f«ra nt. th» twelve of the

Committee on Ordinance. Oharter and
Reform were present last night, as
far as could be ascertained. To-night
this committee passes upon the pro¬
posed plan, and it la believed that the
pressure by Individuals and by the
public meetings will convince the com¬
mittee that It 1b ItE duty, aa a regis¬
trar of publlo will and aa an Instru¬
ment of progress, to report favorably
the plan. Public sentiment Is Just be¬
ing aroused to the necessity for both
tho features of the proposed plan, and
the campaign for a better form will
go on until something better is sa-
cured. Unfavorable) notion now will
hurt not only the city, but those who
oppose it. Tho Issue ts clear; tho peo¬
ple want this plan, and the Commltteo
on Ordinance, Charter and Roform
should register the pooplo'a will.

ITALY AXD TUB DARDANELLES.
It matters not whether Russia's pro¬

test against tile ulleged intention of
Italy' to vlolato the neutrality of the
Dardanelles, "If necessary," and her
Insistence that tho provisions of tho
treaties of 1S41. is;.;? and 1871 in respect
thereto be maintained, arc or nre not
inspired by selfishness. It matters not
that the reasons she gives for protest¬
ing, such as that violation would se¬

riously Interfere with commerce, may
be groundless and a subterfuge. In i
taking the position she has taken she \
should have the countenance and thejsympathy of the other powers, to the
end of compelling the confinement of |
the Turko-ltnlian war to tho Tripoli-
tan zone, as far as practicable
Nor huvo wo much doubt that if it

comes to the test such sympathy and
support will be forthcoming. From
an Italian blockade of tho strait it
would bo but a step to Italian in¬
vasion of the Sea of Marmora and the
Hosphorus and the bomburdment of
Constantinople, "it necessary." Clear¬
ly, such recourse by Italy might prove
tho opportunity for all the Balkan mal¬
contents and Turkophobists, both in
and out of Turkey, thus Involving tho
danger of n general Bülkau upheaval.
Cleurly again, ere the end came, all
Curope might be drawn into the
struggle.
Ilenco every consideration points

the duty and tho wisdom of the pow¬
ers' suBtnininc Russia, and forcing
Italy, as they oan force her, without
striking a blow, to restrict herself to
the originally unnounced purpose of
her hostilities against the Ottomans,
which was the occupation, the control
and the overlordthlp of Tripoli.the
wresting of the last of the Barbary
States from Mohammedan dominion.
This Is not in the Interest of either
Turkey or Huss'n, but in the Interest
of humanity and the world's peace
And if Italy Is wlso In her genera¬

tion, when brought to booit she .will
make no demur, but yield grncefully.
For, Judging by tho experience of
Frunce in conquering and pacifying
Algeria und Its hinterland, Italy may
have her hands full, and may need nil
the sympathy nnd moral support her
sister Christian nations can give her
before she shall have accomplished the
task of subjugation anil pacification
of Tripoli und the contiguous reaches
beyond, to which she hus set herself.
France thought she hod Algeria
crushed, when Abdel-Kndlr and his
hosts came down upon her like an

avenging sinlnon from the desert, and
it took her a generation and cost her
thousands of lives nnd millions of
treasure to prevent her armies 'from
being crushed out of tho country.
Italy would do well lo hew to the line
of lirst ambition.

DEFECTIVE It A U.S.
The official figures given otli by

Harry Belknap, the chief inspector
for the Interstate Commerce Commis¬
sion, cast a good deal of light on the
frequency of railroad accidents due to
defective rails.

In 100'J there were,,seventy-two de¬
railments on American railroads,
caused by the breaking of rails. In
1511. so fnr, there have been 219 de¬
railments, and, In the lnet decadej
from 1902. there have been 2,069 de¬
railments, killing 10C persons and in¬
juring 4.112 others.
These figures leave no doubt that

rails break, but there, is still an argu¬
ment üs to why they break. The rt-.il
manufacturers allege that the great
Increase in defective rolls Is really duo
to the Increased weight and speed of
trains. No scientific proof bus been
given yet to establish this contention,
but It Is remarked by the Indianapolis
N"<;\vs thru colncldentally with the In¬
crease of broken rails enme the de¬
crease of Independent manufacturers.

In 1902 rails were made by a num¬
ber of competing steel manufacturers,
Since that time tlie rail business h i*

gone Into the hands of ono monopoly,
supported tnrt protected by Republi¬
can tariffs, and rnlls have, broken with
a frequency and a regularity that was
never before known.

Before the steel trust got control of
the whole rail business there were
rulls of all sorts, just ns there are
pics of all sorts, and Mr. llarrimau 1»
suld to have paid Jl more u ton for
the Tennessee Coal and Iron Com¬
pany's rails before that comi.nny was
gobbled up In liOT, because he was
buying In quality as well as quantity.When competition went out of busi-1
Incus quality went with It. and thol
American people have been permitted
to study why rails arc bad without

I being given the natural moans of mak-
lag them good, namely, by buying rnlls

j from Germany and England, where th*
manufacturers want to mala- a record.

It Is the old story.monopoly means
ne.lflshnesn and carelessness. Italia have.
not kept up with trains because rail
makers have not felt obliged to makeI the effort. Hut rnllmskers are not

j the only culprits!
' Seven uroat ololtiiug uoncerua Lia>Y-Q

Just been closed and 1,200 pcoplo
thrown out of work In Cincinnati'be¬
cause tho manufacturers allege that
since clothmaking has- gono Into the
hands of a monopoly, tho quality of
the cloth Is so poor, and tho shrinking
so Great, that tho losses more than
eat up tho. profits of tho wholesale
tailors.

Perhaps, after all, the Sherman law
Is not as bad as Its enemies contond.

A nr.MiMsriMT,
A special In yesterday's Times-

Dispatch, stating- that "a stuffed deer
placed by a man In the woods near
South Amhcrst, Mass., led to a waste of
ammunition on tho part of sportsmen,
eight hunters mistaking It for the real
thing," no doubt rocallod to many old-
tlmo Richmondors tho/Iron frog Joke
that prlnco of practical' Jokcro, Charlie
Hunt, pcrpotrated on his friend, the
gastronomic urtlBt. and another noted
local character, Spiro Zotelle, and
which the latter was wont to recount
In his amusing Gracco-Engllsh dialect
after he had forgiven Hunt. Thla he
had occasion to do albout onco every
three months.
Following a long tramp, and after

Zctellc had wasted, without effect, sev¬
eral pounds of powder and shot on a
hugo Iron frog Hunt had placed on a
rock In the centre of a pond, ho
(Zetclle) swam out to the rock to cap¬
ture his game by hand, in his eager¬
ness neglecting to divest himself of
his clothes. Then ho swam back
again. Hie eagerness had cooled, as had
his body, for tho water was quite
chilly. But his temper had taken a

reverse turn, and, na goes tho story,
as narrated by Hunt, the ronowncd
cateror's sympathetic, thermal vo¬

cabulary' sot oven tho water in the
pond to bblllng.
But that may have been Imagination,

or a verbal Joke of tho practical Joker.

THE KJfOY OF SERVICE.
Announcement of tho annual elec¬

tions to the Phi Beta Kappa Society
of Virginia has been Just made by Dr.
Waltor A. Montgomery, professor ofLatin In William and Mary College and
secretary of the society. Perhaps many
people who read the account of tho
result of the election did not know
whether Phi Beta Kappa is a dobutlng
society or a co.lege secret society, but,
to those who understand the value of
such an academic honor, Phi Beta
Kappa is the literary brotherhood
which stands rigidly nni] unswerving¬
ly for high scholarship, sound learn¬
ing und real service to mankind.

In times Bko theso, when charges
are rife that colleges and universities
barter and sell tholr HE. D.'s for en¬
dowments and buildings or to curry
favtfr with the men of wealth and
power, It Is refreshing altogether to
remember that the Phi Uetu Kappn
Society has always been nneontaml-
ha'ted, and recognized naught but clear
and pure scholarship or noble service.
Almost every college is forced to he-
stow Its Ph. D. degree upon small
men of narrow scholarship, despite
tho ancient and honoralble belief thut
the Ph. D. degree should be awarded
for nothing but unusually high
scholarship, but the Phi Beta Kappas
have stuck to their colors and still
differentiate tho mere grind from the
scholar and the man of letters from
the man of dollars.
Look over tho list of names of those

elected this year by the Virginia so-
clety. There you Und a learned and
distinguished scholar and teacher of
modern languages: the author of a
scholarly contribution to Virginia his¬
tory; the writer of a novel which has
won tho golden meed of every critic,
the favor of the reading public and In-
tematlona) note; a Southern liction
writer who has adde,i much to South-
em literature; a historical scholar!
whose writings on early Virginia
constitute the last word; a fa-
nious world-traveler; un efficient and
constructive school superintendent in
Virginia; the efllcient president of u
great agricultural and mechanical col-
lege In North Carolina. These arc men
who have done something, men who
have added to the world's wisdom or
tho world's good, men of real service.
The Virginia Phi Beta Kappa key is

symbolic of worth and service. Those
who wear it should value it fur more
than the solemn parchment "causu
honoris" conferred by the average col¬
lege In the United States.

TUB SONS OF MINISTERS.
Woodrow Wilson, a minister's sbn,

has been asked by the Tlev. Christian
V. rteisncr, D. D., "Why does the
world so generally charge that min¬
ister's sons go wrong'.'" Dr. Wilson
answers, "Because It does not know
the facts." Dr. rtcisner thinks that,
It is beenuse the newspapers "neverpublish the usual, but always tho un¬
usual"; for thai reason, ho says, a
minister's son going to the bad Is
heralded, and a few like him establish
the rule, when they ought id form onlythe exception. Dr. Relsncr finds In
"Who's Who" one name in twelve to
be that of a minister's nun; they are
eighteen times ns many as the sons
of other professional men.
According to the New York World,

among men who have made Ihfclr
mark in English history an investi¬
gator found 1,270 sonB of ministers,
510 sons of lawyers, and 3.10 sons of
doctors. Of the 'nlnny-n'ne foreign
members of the French Academy of
Science one in every eight In the son
of a minister, and of the forty-eight
foreign member.- of |h« English Acad¬
emy of Science, one in every six was
"reared In the atmosphere of a cler¬
ical home.'1 Do Cnndolle, the French
scientist, says that "the. »;ons of der-
leal families have actually surpassedduring 200 yearn In their contributions
to th« roll of eminent sclent Isis the
slmllnr contribution of any otherI class of families."

I j Why do nol more ministers' sons goI Aino Uio ?jLliHt ? Den. a flolU. of tliil

World, whose. father was tt minister,
replies, "Because thblr build and
breeding is apt'to pror u- wider am¬

bition." Bradford Merrill adds: "Bo-
cuuso tho pursuit of woalth is the Ono
pursuit in which most men of to-day
cngugo most of tho time. Tho ministry
is a very poorly paid profession."
Tho World-has to say that:
"Tho Xamlllos of clergymen have a

tough tlmo of it. Not only aro mln-
Istors' stipends small, but their con¬
gregations are crltlcaK Perhaps tho
preachers themselves sometimes in¬
wardly revolt at bolng hold to high
and impossible standards.. Their sons
diHtlngulsh themselves In other Holds.
Only a fow go wrong. Tho influences
of tholr homes are strong; It takes
energy,to break away from them, and
when tho breach Is made It Is made
violently. That is why such a caeo is
upt to oxclto attention.''
There can (be but small wonder that

preachers' sons look wfth disfavor on
the pulpit. Thoy have had brought
home to them the fact that tho min¬
istry ls the most underpaid proTesslon
on earth, and that the pastor's path
Is the path of thorns.

The Chicago Tribune usslgns tho fol¬
lowing questions as tho cause of tho
early death of newspaper reporters;
"Do you tako your notes down In

shorthaud?"
"It must be nice to get free tickets

to all the theatros."
"Are all reporters college grad¬

uates?"
"How do you know when there ls a

fire or a murder?"
"Do you also mnkc the pictures for

your articles?"
"I suppose you know nil the police

and tlremcn?"
"Please don't put my picture in the

papor."
To which might bo added:
"Give mo aa tblg a wrlteup as pos¬

sible won't you? I used to bo a news-
paper map myself."

"Can't you get this account of the
monthly meeting of our sewing so¬
ciety on the first pago7''
"Bo sure to put In that I am presi¬

dent of the Regal Manufacturing Com¬
pany, which gctp out the Regal catsup,
the finest tomato catsup in the world,
which solle at 16 cents a, bottle at
Dill & Brown's.''
And the list could be expanded al¬

most endlessly.

In a very Interesting monograph on

his experiences as a wearer of the
grny, H. H. Baker, of Now Orleans,
thus writes o£ tho people of our sister
city:
"The heroism of the good people of

Petersburg should be nil example for
future generations to emuluto,' and
their patriotism and sclf-sacrltlc" will
live lit h'story along with the deeds
or her matchless soldiers."

True, every word of It.

Voice of the People
Agulunt the l'nrcels Post.

To the Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:
.Sir,.1 have nuten ut intercuts that

editorially you luvor tue proposed par¬
cel post oill ana have given your rea¬
son tor tavunng the pussuee of this
bill.
On the other hund, I have noticed

little or nothing in any of your col-
umtis showing objection to tins meua-
ure, 'though among your readers, no
uoubt, itlore are very many who op-
pose It.

1 am inclosing you an article show¬
ing a few of the reasons against this
measure, which I am sure would be of
interest to the farming and business
people, whose rights ana Interests will
u>: largely tiflectcd.
Richmond. T. PEYTON GlkES.

The parcels post: "To be or not to]be. that's the '."'
1. The proposed parcels post Is In

reality an express and rreight business,
mid is not a proper function of gov¬
ernment. 'Ii should be left to tho peo¬
ple to work out under proper and rigid
governmental regulations.

-'. Tho fact that It has been put in
operation by many of the monarchtcul
governments In Europe, with or with¬
out the consent of the people, Is no
valid reason that It ls right, or that
we should adopt this law more readily
than tholr conscript, lese niajeste, or
suspension of the habeas corpus laws.

8. it is practically class legislation,
as it decidedly fuvors a very small
number of business turns (mall order
houses), nnd ls it decided Injury to
practically nil other clusses of busl-
ness nun. Including each farm, whlijhis nothing but n business firm making
Its product from the soil.

I. Tili- above reasons should be con-
elusive und should decide this matter,but if we must thrash It out from the
strictly practical standpoint and wllh-
out regard to the rights of the matter,
we can begin by asking If heavy pack¬
ages can tako either a transportation
service of one mile or of 7,000 miles
at the same price for the service, why
cannot a grower sell a customer one
pound of sugar for 5' cents or allow
the customer the privilege of taklnK
7,1100 pounds of sugar for the same 6
cents? One of these propositions Is oh
reasonable ns the other, and both are
simply Impossibilities.

ö. The maximum weight for the pro¬
posed parcels post Is eleven pounds.
At the prescht unreasonably high ex¬
press rate, eleven pounds is carried a
distance of MOO miles und over, at the
proposes parcels post price for either
one mile or 7.0ÖO miles, and by freight
the price is even less. The Interstate
Commerce Commission has full power
and is now engaged In rendjUKtlng the
express rate to n proper basis for tho
service rendered.

0. Unless the express nnd fast freight'service (Which does not exist In Ru-
rope) Is abolished by our government.
they will, ns u matter of course, under
tin- proposed conditions, take all of tho
hauls up to the 1,400 mile limit, as

Abe Martin

liuky Korr w.uz able, t' walk down¬
town HiIm mornln* far'Hi' first time
since he smoked a sn-gar he bought on
ii train. Speakln' o* Indlonny fiction, u
country edltur wuz robbed o'' f9,000
worm «. JaHuJry U\ OjbSX deft

JUST BEFORE THANKSGIVING DAY
By John T. McCutcheon.

(OcwttCttl IfrUi By rote T. MuOatebacm.]

Hei.pi.vg Mothbium

their Charge! oven now are less thunthose proposed by purcols poet for thlHdistance.
i. Thus, thu government can get nohaul of less than 1,400 miles, and fromthat up to possibly 7,000 or 8,000 mll<-3.Into Aluslta, und as tho governmentonly begins to huul at the point wherelite, haul Is unprofitable to the expressind railroad companies, the delicti fromtho parcels post at the proposed llg-

tires must of necessity be an enormous
one.

S. Suppose, to avoid this preposterousloss, the government should advance-Its llgures? The simple result would be
un Increase)*] lono of upenttion for the
express and rallroud companies beforethe government would get any of thebusiness, und then every purtfelc of Itwould be done at a heavy loss.S. Suppose, again, that the govern¬
ment would rettucc Its figures, with a
view of securing a short haul. The ex¬
press and railroad companies wouldagain simply reduce their zone to theline where the profit disappeared, undleave the enlarged amount of loss-
bearing territory for the government lo
operate, thus making the government
a perfect example or "bo d- If youdp anil be d- If you don't."

10. A few figures will show tho ab¬
normal differences making for or
against the working of a parcels postIn this cöuhtlry as compared withKnglaud and lOurope, and yet inuny ofthose countries do not attempt a llalrate for all distances, but tnulto theircharges correspond to tho distance cov¬ered.

11. The nroa of the United States Is3,602,000 squute miles-; tireat Britain.121,201 miles; Germany, 208,860 miles';Prance, 207,Oft! miles; Belgium) 11,873miles. The population per square mileIn the United Slates Is about 23; Bel¬
gium, r.22; England, 560; Germany, :.'0ö;France, 1-10. The- average distance cov¬
ered by a parcel sent by post fromLondon is 15 miles; from Chicago.. Sti'.t
miles; the average move of mail IjiGreat Britain Is 10 miles; Ciermnnv. 4::
miles; In United States, 540 miles.

12. The .advocates of the parcels postclaim that the farmer will get the
greatest benellt tront this measure If
adopted. Let us look at this phaseof the subject in one or two of its
bearings. The surplus products of the
ordinary farm, such as eggs, butter,poultry, vegetables, fresh and drietl
fruits, etc., thot^-h the- quantities of
each are. small and come to hand at
odd seasons, make-up a most vital part
of the farmers' income. These items
come, to hand, say a halt-dozen eggs
or one or two pounds of butler at a
time, and so on through the list. Can
the farmer afford to make n dozen
shipments per month of these small
items, and will these Hems stand the
parcels post transportation charge of
12 cents? per pound, even If the farmer
did make the shipments to a distant
market?

13. The country merchant and the
merchant of the small town has here¬
tofore bought from the farmer in such
quantities as are offered the Items men¬
tioned In the last paragraph, and the
aggregate of these small purchases en¬
ables the merchant to make shipments
each day or two. while the proceeds
enable the farmer to purchase very
many absolutely necessary things front
the local merchant.

11. If the farmer, as the udvocatcs of
the parcels post, say. will be the rase,
make practically all of his purchases
from the distant large cities via the
parcels post, the country merchant and
the merchant of the small towns will,
as a class, be practically eliminated,
and witlt them, the market of the
above mentioned Important part of the
farmers' output, which can be handled
in a practical way, only through the
local merchants, as Is now done.

10. The elimination of the local mer¬
chant would ollmlnate the local mar¬
ket for the farmers' small or surplus
crops, and they "would go lo waste on
the farm, or not be produced at all.
ami as about nil of tho dollnrs for the
principal crops would be sent lo dis¬
tant cities to pay for goods which
would b<- returned by the parcels post,
tho dollar would become an extremely
rare bird In our rural community.

1C. The farmers' lot under these con¬
ditions would bo to hunt the fast van¬

ishing and almost extinct bird on the
silver dollar, through the waste places
formerly used us his "eal place of as¬
semblage at the country Store or small
town, but now occupied *v the coyote,
catamount, the purcels post and other
varmints.

What the 'Women of Vlrgluln Wish.
To the Iidltor of The Titnos-Dlsputeli:

Sir,.I soo that n Richmond member of
tho Legislature Is to present to thutbody
a petition for" equal suffrage as from
thi women of Virginia." Thu Is a

large order and one not Justified in
facts. Tho "womon of Virginia' are

by no menns all anxious to vote; In
fact, tho majority Is. ngalnst having
political rights fan.' wrongs) forced
on them.. Let this fact penotrato the
mind of each legislator, lest whllo lie
strives to ploaso oho sot of women he
greatly offends the othors. _.
ON 13 OF TH13 "WOMEN OF VIRGINIA./
Richmond. £

La Marquise de Fontenoy
A.S there ha« beer: a considerable

amount of discussion and con-
lecture on both sides of the At-
Untie aB to why King- George

should havö appointed a eommlselon to
fulfil in England certain duties of sov¬
ereignty during Iiis absence In India,
Instead of appointing a regent, it maybe ;wj well to explain that the creationor a regency would have necessitated
legislative approval, which might haveled to all sorts or troublesome dclav
and annoying discussion in Parlia¬
ment. -Moreover, It would have en¬
tailed a surrender by King George of
his sovereign power, throughout the
period for which the regencv was
created.
Now the King- ha 5 never had anv

Intention of relinquishing his sov¬
ereignty while absent In India, lie Is
visiting that dependency as a full-
fledged Emperor of India, and as sov¬
ereign of all the remainder of the
British Empire, Including the I'nltcd
Kingdom and Ireland.
No parliamentary sanction was. how¬

ever, necessary to enable him to ap¬
point, In conjunction with his Privyt'ounell. a commission to give certain
signatures in his name during his ab¬
sence, and to nfllx his sign manual to
documents, where It was Indispens¬
able, after having previously recolved
his sanction by wire. Queen Victoria,
during the early portion of her reign,
also rnrule a point of nominating a
commission of this 'kind when .Mie
"went abroad, following the examples
of her Hanoverian predecessors on 'the
throne, whenever they huppencd to
make a stay of any duration In the
Hanoverian portion of their dominions.
Tho commissioners appolnte-1 by

King; George arc his cousin. Prince
Arthur, who haa not yet received any
peerage entitling him to sit In the
House of Lords, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, the lord high chancellor,
who is Eord Eorehurn, and txjrd Mnr-
ley of Black-burn, who Is the lord
president of the Privy Council. Notice
should be taken of the fact that Lord
Loreburn and Lord Morley figure as
commissioners, by virtue of tlielr re¬
spective high Offices, and not as mem¬
bers of the Ca'ilnrt. There has been
no intention of giving any special rep¬
resentation of the latter on the royal
commission, Otherwise Premier As-
iiulth would have been Included.

Plus N.'b erentlon of two new arch¬
dioceses in England, namely. tho
Archbishopric of Liverpool, and the
Archbishopric of Birmingham, serves
to enll attention to the fact that there
Is an English law still In existence
Which reserves to the exclusive use
of the Established Church of England
nil high titles of oocle.-iastlcal digni¬
ty, and especially territorial titles of
this kind. Indeed, ever since the reign
of Henrv VIII. u penalty.reaffirmed
by the so-called Catholic emancipation
act of Parliament of IS2S.has existed
for the punishment of those who, nut
being prelates of the Established
Church, assume Hie title of archbish¬
op, bishop, or denn. In England or Ire¬
land, the statute declaring such as¬

sumption, without the approval of the
sovereign, to lie an act of hostility
and rebellion against the supremacy
of the crown. .

When, however, the Protestant
Church of Ireland was disestablished
by Parliament in 1870. the agitation
ceased.at any rate, on the part of re¬

sponsible statesmen. For since the
members of the Irish Protestant hier¬
archy could no longer claim to helong
to the suite church, to which ecclesi¬
astical titles were restricted by law,
they were obviously Just as liable to
penalties of line and imprisonment
for continuing to call themselves arch¬
bishops and bishops as the Roman
Catholic hierarchy of England.
The rcennt action of the papacy In

creating two fresh archbishoprics in
England has called forth no protest
or criticism in England to speak of.
For. in the llrst place, people urc in¬
finitely more tolerant In religious mat¬
ters to-day than they were sixty years
ago: and Iben, too. tho present Eng-

11.ill government la committed politi¬cally to the dieestablishment of tho
Anglican Church In Wales: and the. re¬
vival of the controversy about ecclesi¬
astical tltluti of the Roman Catholic
hierarchy might render tho futum
position of the Welsh bishops a mat¬
ter of much unpleasantness, and o:
angry discussion.

lire this letter appears In print. It
1.- probable that a child will have been
horn to Prince Victor Napoleon and
to his consort. Princess Clementine of
Belgium, who are living vory quietly,
on a small estate, known as th«
Chateau des Sorblers, a sort of large
chalet, perched on tho top of A hill. In
the Immedluto vicinity of Spa. They
are muklng their regular homo there
Instead of at nrusscla, wheco tho re¬
fusal of King Albert to accord to Prin¬
ces* Clementine tho honors and pre¬
rogatives of a royaJ princess of Bcl-
glum, which she forfeited by her mar¬
riage, have rendered her lifo In his
capital a matter of considerable hu¬
miliation. The King's attltndo hau
been dictated by the fact that slne.n
Prince Victor's marriage he has be¬
come very much more active and ag-
gresslvo In his pretensions to tho
crown of Prance, tho realization of
which would, of course. eiitn.|l the
overthrow of tho Republican govern¬
ment, and that the friendship of tho
latter is necessary to Bolgium. Then,
too, tho meetings of Prince Victor wit It
his French adherents attract a good
deal less attention In the deserted
woods, and In the villages around
Spa, than In his mansion In the Ave¬
nue Louise nt Bruasols. whloh was un¬
der observation day and night by the
French police.
The birth of. an heir to Prlnco Vic¬

tor Napoleon and to Princess Clemen¬
tine Is-a matter of much Importance.
an importance which extends to thin
«ld-» of the Atlantic. For. falling male
Issue of Prince Victor Napoleon and
of his younger brother, Prlnco I»uls.
who Is a confirmed bacholor, the house
of Ronaparte will become extinct on
the other aide of the Atlantic, since
Roland Bonaparte, part owner of Mon¬
te Carlo fame. Is Illegitimate, and,
moreover, has no son. Indeed, its on¬
ly surviving representatives will be
Edgar Bona-parte. former United States
Attorney-General, and Charles Bona¬
parte, of Washington and Baltimore, re¬
spectively, who arc the great-grandson
and grandKon of tho drat Emperor
Napoleon's youngest brother. Kin;;
.It»rotne of Westphalia, by his American
wife. Miss Elizabeth Patterson, of
Baltimore.

Perhaps my old friend Major-General
Wood, the ranking officer of tho Unit¬
ed States army, will state whether
there Is any definite order in the mili¬
tary regulations of this country, with
regard to officers and soldiers wear¬
ing their chnpeatix. helmets or capsi
In church during divine service,
Curiously enough, with all England si

love of ceremonial, controlled In many
Instances by actual legislation, by or¬
ders In council, and by military regu¬
lations, there Is no definite provision
inndn for this particular piece of
etiquette.

Strictly speaking, the chapeaux, the
helmets, sliako.es, pntl even caps, are
part and parcel of the uniform of a
military man. and as such should be
worn by him when on duty, ho matter
whether In church or out of church.
At royal funerals in England I havn
noticed tho captain of the Grenadier
Guards commanding the party of non¬
commissioned officers acting as bear¬
ers of tho cottln containing the re¬
mains of the illustrious dead, march¬
ing backwards up tho aisle with his
huge hour.sklri on his bond, presenting
a very impressive figure. I have also,
on tho Continent of Europe, seen hel¬
mets, hussar busbies, as well as lancer
cznpkas, worn by ofllcors and men dur¬
ing divine service. But then, on the
other hand. I have also often noticed
military men bare-headed wlien on or-
(Irlal flutv In a sacred edtflco What,
then. Is the rule that governs the mat¬
ter here In the United States? It will
he Interesting to know.
(Copyright, 1011, by tho Brentwood

Company.)
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